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'To my Loving 
| Friends and Pari- 
{hioners, the In- 
bitants of Becken- 


 bamin RENT. 


Here being ſeveral 
| :Antipxdobaprilts, 
| or ( as they are wulgarly 

called ) Anabapriits FI7. 
ibis Pariſh; TI am very 
. fenſible it is my Duty to 
' endeavour their Convi-' 
| ion. In order where- 
unto I have dehred 
{\them to ſend me in Wri- 
ting ſome of their beſt 
and (as they think) ſtrong- 
| A 3 oft 


The Preface. 

eft Reaſons, Why they 
refuſe to Baptiſe their ' 
Tafants. Accordingly one : 
of them, with the Con» | 
fent aud Approbation of 
the reſt, hath feut me a 
Paper. To which I hope | * 
in due time to return | 
them a full and (through 
God's Bleſſing ) ſatisfa» | 
ory Anſwer. And that | 
T may be an happy In- | 
Sftrument of fo good a_ 
Work, 1 do earneſtly beg 
this of them ; That they | 
will not aſſume that Ins | 
fallibility to their own | 
Party, which they deny | 
ro the Church of Rome. | 
But | 
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* But that they will think 
| 7t poſſible, they may be 
i miſtaken : And that they 
: will ſhew themſelves will- 
: ing to be inſtrudted; and 
ready to acknowledge their 
; Errors, when they ſhall 
' | be diſcovered. 

| Being thus modes? is 
| their Apprehenfions, TI 
| ſhall then begin to hope ; 
i That their Prejudices 
' (though wery ſtrong ) are 
| mot invincible. And as 
preparatory to what 1 
| further intend for their 
| Convittion, I do here 
| Publiſh a ſhort Expoſtti- 
on of the Preliminary 


Queſtions 
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Queſtions and . Anſwers | 
of the Church-Catechiſm. 
Wherein they may be in- 
ftruFed in the Reaſon 
and Uſe of Infaut-Bap- 
tiſm; and what Benefits 
and Advantages the Child 
doth receive by being Bape | 

tized. 

T have likewiſe. ex- | 
plained the Office _ and 
Uſe of Godfathers and 
Godmothers ; which are 
much cenſured by them. 
But when they have calm- | 
dy confidered, what is 
here ſaid in Vindication © 
of that Pall Aud 
are further told, - hat 


theſe | 


The Preface. 
theſe Sponſors or Sure- 
ties are only required as 
Expedient and Uſeful, 
but not as Neceſſary ; 
(for Baptiſm is walid 
and compleat without 
them, as appears from the 
Office of Private Baptiſm) 
tis then hoped, they 
will be better ſatisfied in 
that Point. At leaſt that 
they will be ſo modeſt, as 
not to Scorn or Deride 
this Pradtice of the 
Church, which they may 
obſerve doth admit of the 
following Explication. 

Gou proſper this, and 
all other my Labours a= 


As mong{t 


The Preface, _ 
mongſt you, to his Glory: 
and the Salvation of your 
Souls ; is the hearty Prays 


er of 


Your affcEtionate Paſtor, 


William Aſſheton, 
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A SHORT 
' EXPOSITION 


| OF THE 
CATECHISM 
OF THE 


Church of E NG LAND. 


| Q. Hat is rour Name ? 
| A, No: M, 
| Q. 1s not this 4 ſleight 
and trifling Queſiion, 10 ask the 
: Child bis Name ? 
; A. No. For as nothing is more 
| uſual, then to introduce grave 
and ſolemn Diſcourſe with fame 
| known and obvious Paſſage; fo 
| here, ' The Catethift doth not 
As5 ask 


2) 
ask the Child's Name only to be 
intormed what it is : But, that 
from hence he may take occaſion 
to inftrudt him in the Chriftian 
Religion, which he then began 
to profeſs, when this Naine was 
given him. 

- Q. 1s this your Chriften-name, 
or your Sirname ? 

A. Not my Sirname ( or the 
name of my Family ) bur my 
Chriften Name ; becauſe 'it was 
given me when I was made a 
Chriſtian. 

Q. Who gave you this 
Name ? 

A. My Godfathers and God- 
mothers in my Baptiſm where- 
in J was made a Member of. 
Chiiſt, the Child of God, and 
an Jnherito: 'of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Q. When was this Name given | 
you * 

A. In my Bapt! i\m. | 

- Why was it then gyven you ? 

A. Firſt, Becauſe Baptiſm is. 
my New Birth, and a new. 
Name 
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Name well becomes a new Birth, 

Secondly, Becauſe Baptiſm doth 
ſucceed Circumciſion; and as 
Jewiſh Names were given at Cir- 
cumciſion, ſo Chriftian Names at 
Baptiſm- = 

Q. By whom was this Name gi. 
ven you ? 

A. By my  Godfathers ' and 
Godmothers. 


Lord's Day II. 


Q. Woy are they called Goldfa- 
thers and Godmothers ? © | 

A. Becauſe as ſpiritual Parents, 
they preſent me to Gad, aud 
dedicate me to his Service, 

Q. What is the Reaſon of their 
Inftitutiom * Or, What ts the Uſe 
and Office of : Godf athers and God- 
m:thers ? 

4. Godfatheis and Godmo- 
the:;s in Baptilm are, 

I. W:mcfzes of that which is 

dore, 

2. Swe is for performance of 
that whicn is promiſed, 

Q of 


Q. of what are they Witneſſes ? 
A. That TI was duly and right- 
Iy Baptized, in ſuch a Place, at 
ſuch a Time, by ſuch a Minifter. 

Q. What occaſion 7s there 10 

wreneſs theſe Paſſages ? Or, Whar 
Advantage can ſuch Teſtimony be 
fo the Perſcu Baptized ? 

' 4, Several Privileges depend 
upon Baptiſm ; as, | 

1, Chrifiian Burial. Which 
is not to be given to thoſe that 
ſhall Dze unbaptized. 

2dly, The AdminiSration of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
To which Ordinance unbaptized 
Perſons are not to be admitted. 
Now the receiving of this Sacra- 
ment ( beſides the ſpiritual Be- 
nefit of it ) is ſometimes of great 
advantage upon a Temporal Ac- 
count. 

*Tis legally eftabliſhed, by AR 
of Parliament, That no Perſon 
ſhall bear any Office, Civ} or 
Military, unleſs he receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
Now ſuppoſe ſome malicious de- ; 
Ngning 
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figning Perſon ( with an intent 
to hinder your Preferment ) 
ſhould put you upon it, to prove 
your Baptiſm ; you eallly appre- 
hend, what a -ready undeniable 
Proof the Teflimony of a God- 
father or Godmotker, in ſuch a 
Cafe, would be, 

Q. But is not the Pariſh Regiſter 
the uſua} Evidence on ſuch an 0c» 
caſion ? 

A. A Regifter may be loft or 
deftroyed, or at leatt corrupted 
and depraved. Names may be 
razed or blotted out, And then 
the Teftimony of Godfathers and 
Godmothers may be great Ser- 
vice to YOUs 

Q. But is 20s the wbols Congre» 


' gation ſuſficiens Witneſs, that ſuch 


a Perſon was baptized before them ? 

A. No, For that which & eve- 
Iy Man's work is no Man's work. 
$ho troubles himſelf to remem- 
ber, what Children were Bapti- 
zed, ſuppoſe but ſeven Years - 
fince? But #e or She, who is 


Godfather og Godmother to ſuch 
4 
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a Child, can never forget it as 


long as they live. 


Lord's Day 1'I. 


= Why are Godfathers and God- 
morhers called Durrties ? 

A. Becauſe as my Sponſors and 
Proxies, they did promiſe and 
_ engage to God and the Church, 
in my Name, and on my behalf, 
that I ſhould perform my part of 
the Covenant, by obſerving my 
baptiſmal Vow. - E 

Q. Why was tt neceſary, that 
ſuch a -Yow or Promiſe ſhould be 
then made by you ? 

A. Becauſe, fince all Cove- 
nants are mutual, I could not 
otherwiſe - expe&t thoſe Privi- 
leges and Bleffings, which Al-- 
mighty God, on his -part, hath 
gracioufly promiſed, 

Q. Expl:in this more fully, 

- A. In the great work of our 
Salvation, the Divine Wiſdom 
doth condeſcend to our Capaci- 
ties, and doth deal with us _ 
the 


SS 
's the manner of Men. Amongft 
whom all Promiſes are made by 

: mutual Contratts. So here, As 

God promiſeth, on his Part, 
'That the Perſon Baptizzd ſhall 
j. | be made a Member of Chriſt, 4 
Coll of God, and an Inberitor of 
eve Kingdom of Heavucn; So the 
Perſon who 13 to receive theſe 
- Bleſſings, doth ſolemnly engage 
to God, To Renounce, to Believe 
| and to Do, as in the Catechiſm 
' is expreſſed, 
/ Q. But why is not this Promiſe 
made by the Child himſelf in bis 
' own Perſon? 
A, Becauſe, for want of Un» 
derftanding, he is not yet able to 
| make it. 
; . Why is not Baptiſm. then de- 
ferred, till the Child is of Age 10 
| undeyftand this Vow, ani to An- 
| ſwer for bimſelf ? 

A. Firſt. Becauſe, as the de- 
| ferring of Baptiſm may be dan- 
{ gerous (as ſhall he more fully ex- 
| plained hereafter) ſo, an early 

| Dedication of the Child to Gol 
: B5 1s 


wo I Tn 


ta cs gp! bu] - pro ow 


CT 
— —— 


ba er. 


FRE 


* I —— 
_ _— — © a 


— == 
* — —_— 


—— 


+ 
ſy ET © 


bad - __ — _ — 


(8) 
is of great Advantage; and as 
ſuch is encoura;ed and commens- 
ded by our blefſed Saviour. Suf- 
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fer the little Children to come uno + 


Te, and forbid them not - for of 
ſuch 1s the Kingdom of God, Mark 
ITO. If» | 


Secondly, The Promiſe and 


Vow which 1s made by the Sure- 


tzes in the Child's Name, is e- 
qually accepted by a Gracious 
God, a3 if perſonally made by 
the Child's own Mouth ; pro- 
vided, that he doth, ratifhe and 


confirm it, when he comes of . 


Age to take it upon himſelf, 


Thirdly, Tn Civil Aﬀairs, In- | 


fants are allowed to enter into 
Covenants, totranſaft and moke 
Bargains by their Proxzes and 
Guardians. And if in Temporal 
Matters ſuch Privilege may be. 
granted, why not 1a Spirituals ? 


Bu? the further Enlaygment of 
this (tro-ther with thoſe noted Ob- 
jeitions which are made by the Anas | 


baptiſts againft Infant Baptiſm | 
TR I ſha: 
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1 ſhall refer to their proper place 3 
Viz, the Twentieth Queſtion of 1632s 
Catechiſm, 


Lord's Day IV. 


Q. But is it not 4 defett in 1he 
Conjt irution of our Church 10 ad- 
mit StranSers v0 be Godf athers and 
Godmathers ? Are not Parents the 
moſt proper to be Proxies and Sure- 
ries in behalf of their Children ? 

A. Parents are odliged, by 
the Law of God and Nature, to 
Dedicate their Children to God's 
Service ( by Baptiſm) and to 
take care of their Education ( by 
inliruQting them in their bapti(ſ- 
mal Vow, and by endeavouring 
that they may perform it. ) 

Q. Far if Parents are thus o0b- 
ligzed what oc-afion is there for 
Godfathers and Godmothers ? 
May not they therefore be laid afide 
as ſuperfluous ard uſeleſs ? | 

A. No. Theyare not to be 
laid ailde as uſeleſs; but are itt 
to be reſerved for the greater 
ſecurity 
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ſecurity and affurance, that the 
Promiſe now made ſhall here- 
ter be performed. 

Q. Explain this more fully. 

A. As when a Sum of Money 
1s borrowed upon a Bond ; tho 
the Principal is bound, beth by 
Law and Equity, to pay the 
Debt; yet there are Sureries 


brought in to engage themſelves, | 


by Contra and Promiſe, to ſe- 
cure the Payment; in caſe the 


_ Principal ſhould either be neg- 


ligent and careleſs on the one 
hand ; orelſe, ſhould be diſabled 


by Poverty, or prevented by 


Death, on the other hand, So 


here, 


If Parents ſhould be either Ig- 
norant or Profane; Atheiftical 
or Heretical ; or elſe ſhould Gie 
in the Norn-age of their Children'! 
Then the Godfathers and God- 
mothers are obliged to take care 
of their Education; by infirt- 
tting them in their Duty; and 
a{moniſhing them to perform it, 


Lord's | 
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Co Lord's Day V, 

Q. But is it not Preſumption in 
ey | Goafathers and Godmothers, to pro- 
ho miſe Things beyond their Tower ? 
Dy Thus ſclemrlv t9 engage, That the 
he || Child (ha// Welttve, Renounce 
es || and Dbey, when for cughr they 
S, || Kkrow, be may prove a very Wicks 
&« | ed, Gractleſs and Unbellevins Per- 
Ie ſon? 

T. A. This Promiſe to Renource, 
Ee to. B-lieve and to Ov2y, 15 not the 
d Promiſe of the Godf.zthers and 
y | Godwothers, but of the Chi1!. As 
o | plainly appears from the form of 
' Þ . rhoſe Queſtions, which are uſed 
r- | *n the Office of Paptiim. Dot 
Ul | 2591 in the N:me of this Child res 
- rounce the Devil and all bis Wirks, 
2? } Gc. And in the Exhortation 
- | after Baptiſm 3 Foraſmuch as this 
2 Chili hath promiſed by yeu his 
- | Suveites, &c. 

l | *T1s undeniable then that this - 


| Promiſe is the Child's Promiſe, 
' though indeed made by ancther's 
Mouth, 
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Mouth. And it is no Preſump- 
tion in the Child thus to promiſe. 
For if he is not wanting to hime 
ſelf, when he comes to be of Age, 
God will certainly alſiſt him, by 
his Grace and Holy Spirit, moft 
efteually to perform it. 

Q. . But if- the Sureties do not 
promiſe ro Renounce, 10 Believe 
and ro Dbep; what 7s it then that 
they Promis'd? 
| A. That which they promiſe, 
as their Part and Duty, it is, 

I Firſt, To fee and take care, 
that the Infant be taught ſo ſoon 
as be ſhall be able to learn, what 
a ſol:mn Fow, Promiſe and Pro- 
feffion be bath m ade by them. And 
that the Child may know theſe things 
he better, 

Secandly, They are to call upon 
him to hear Sermons, They are 


to aJdmoniſh hin to come to 


Church, there to bz publicly in- 
firuted by the Miniſter. But 
becauſe it is in vain to build 
without a Foundation : that the 
Child may unde:itand what he 


hears, 


C12) 
hears, and may profit by Ser« 
110N8, 

Thirdly, They are to provide 
he may learn the Principles of 
Religion, the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer and the Ten Command- 
ments in the Fulgar Tongue 3 and 
be furth r infrudted in the Church- 
Catechijm ſet forth for ghat pur- 
poſe. 
Fourthly, They promiſe, That 
the Ch11d [1B be vertuouſly brought 
up 10 lead a Godly and a Chriſtian 
Life. 

Fifthly, They promiſe, that 
they will take care, That the Child 
ſhall be brought to the Biſbop, to be 
Confirm?d by him 3, 7, e. That he 
ſhall racifie and confirm hj3 Bap- 
tiſmal V+ 1n his own Perſon ; 
and ackaowilege himſelf bound 
to believe and to do al} thoſe 
Things, which his Godfarkers and 
res then undertook fer 
:im, 


Theſe are the Duties of Goafa. | 
thers and Goamothers. And in || 
a 
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| ell theſe Inſtances, here is nothing 
promiſed beyond their Power 2 


Lord's Day VI. 


Q. What Benefits do you receive 
by Baptiſm ? 
A. Tam made a Member of 


'f. Chzift, the Child of God, and | 


an Jnheritoz of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

Q. What u it to be a Member 
of Chriſt ? 

A. It is to be a part of Chrift's 
Body. For, the true Notion of 
a Member is this; To bea part 
of the Body. 

Q. How many Bodies hath 
Chrajl ? h 

A. Two. A Natural and a My- 
ftical. 

Q. Which is bis Natural Body ? 

A. That which he took of the 
Subftance of the Bleſ-d FYiroin 
Mary. With which he lived here 
upon Earth ; was Crucified, Dead 
and Buried ; and with which he 
aſcended viſibly to Heaven. 

(). Are 
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Q. Are you 4 Part or Member of 
this Body ? 
A. No, For this Body being 
now Eloriouſly ſeated in Heaven ; 


' and being limited and confined 
' to one Place, as our Bodies are 
; ( for in all things it behoved bim 


to be made like unto his Brethren, 


| Heb. 2. 17. ) Tt is impoſſible that 
; we, who are at this diftance 


here mpon Earth, ſhould be 
Parts and Members of this Na- 
tural Body. 

Q. Of what. Body then are you 


' made a Member ? 


A. Of his Myftlcal Body ; the 


| Church. 


Q. What is the Church ? 
A. The whole Company of all 
thoſe throughout the World, who 


by their DodGrin and Worſhip 


do outwardly make Profeſſion of 


| rhe Name of Chrift. 


Q. Why is this Church called the 


| Body of Chriſt ? 


A. Becauſe of that Similitude 
and Reſemblance which this Sq» 


Lora's 
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j Y Lord's Day VII, 


Q. Wzerein doth that likeneſs and 
reſemblance conſilt ? 

A. Firſt, That as the Mem- 
bers of the natural Body, being | 
united to the Head, do receive | 
Life, and Senſe, ard Motion | | 
from the Head : So all Chrifti- 
ans, as M=mbhers of the Church, | 
being united to Chrift, do re- | ( 
ceive ſpiritual Life and Motion 
*' from Chrift, For him bath God 
jl': appointed 10 be rhe Head to the | ( 
Fi Church, which is bj. Body, Ephel. | 
l. 22, 23. And by him all the 
Body furniſhed kait together by 
Joynts and Bands, increaſeth 
with the increaſe of GoJ, Colo. 
2. 19. | 

Secondly, As the Body | natu- 
ral] 7s one, and hath many Mem- 
j') bers, and a!) the Members of that 
f one Body being many, ave one BoZr, 
gd. (0 alſo is Chriſt. | z. ec. 
Church. | For by one Spirit wep & 
are all Baptized into one Body, ft ( 
L Cor. | 
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1 Cor. 12. 12, 12. For we are 
Members of bis Body, Epheſ. 5. 


30s 
Q. What is tbe full meaning of 


this Privilege, To be madea 


Mcmber of Chrift's Body ? 
A. To be made a Chriſtian. 


' For by Baptiſm we are admitted 
| into the Church of Chrift. 


Q. What Privileges do you Ye- 
ceive by being admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church ? 

A. Firſt, } havea Right and 
Title to partake of all its ſacred 
Offices ; and thence, 

Secondly, A well-grounded ex- 
peRation of all thoſe inward and 
ſpiritual Graces, which thoſe ſa- 
cred Offices were intended to 
procure or convey. 


Lord's Day VIII. 


Q. What is itto be the Child of 
Gola ? 

A. {t is to have God our Fae 
ther. Not only by Creation 
( for ſo he is of all the World ) 

B 2 but 


[240-3 
but by ſpiritual Regeneration 
and Adoption. 
J What 1s Adoption * ? 
Adoption is a Term of the 
Civil Law, and denotes, a legal 


Att; whereby a Stranger i is taken | 


into a Man's Family ; and is | 
there treated and entertained, 


with the Rights and Privileges | 


of his own Child. 

Q. ow doth Baptiſm thus male | 
ws the Children of God? 

A. Whereas by Nature we are 
the Children of Wrath; not 


only Strangers but Enemies : | 


We are by Baptiſm admitted 
into Covenant with Ged, and 
have a Title to the Grace and 
Bleſſings of that Covenant: We 
are taken into God's Family, 


and are there educated, provide | 
for, and diſciplined as his Chil 


dren. 
For ye are all the 
Cod by faith in Chkrijit Jo wut 
Fr 4s Wiiny Of YOu 4 
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God ſent forth bis Son made of 4 
Woman, made under the Law, t0 re-> 
deem them that were under the Law, 
that we might receive the Adoption 
of Sons, Gal. 4. 4, 5+ | 

O. Why are you firſt ſaid to be a 
Member of Chzejft, and then a 
Child of God? | 

A. Becauſe, being by Nature 
a Child of Wrath, it's through 
Chriſt I was made a Child of Gud. 
Epheſ. 1.5. Having Predeſtinated 
us to the Adoption of Children, by 
Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, 

Q. Wiat Privileges do you re- 
ceive by being made a Child of 
God? | | | 
| 4. A Father (1.) Loves his 
Chiidren ; (2.) Provides for his 
Children; (3.) Inftrutts his 
Children; (4.) Protetts and (5.) 
when there is occaſion, Corretts 
his Children.. 

Q. Being thus made the Children 
of Ged, and being taken into his 
Family, how ought we to behave 
oar ſelves towards bim ? | 
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A. (1.) Honour him. 1f /be + 
a Father, where is mine honour ? ' 


Mal. 1. 6. 
(2.) Imitate and reſemble 


[2 


| 


( 


him. Be ye therafore Imitators of | | 


God as dear Children, Epheſ. 5. 1. 
As obedient Children, not faſhion- 
ing your ſelves according 10 the 
former Lufis in your ignorar ce, 
1 Pet. 1. 14. Be ye therefore per- 
fed even as your Father which is in 
Heaven is perfe®. Matth. 5. 
48. 

( 2.) Submit to God's diſpo- 
ſal as to all outward Things ; 
and be content with ſuch Pro- 
viſion as God ſhall make for 
you, Take no thought ſaying, what 
ſhall we eat? or whas ſhall we 
drink ? or wherewithal ſha we be 
cloubed? for your Heavenly Fa- 


ther knoweth that ye have need of | 


all theſe things, Math, 6. 31, 32, 


yr 


——_— 


He knows all your wants, and | 


he'll take care to ſupply them. 
(4.) Come into his Preſence 
( by Prayer) with an humble 


Confdence,and firm Aﬀarance of } 
Accevtances | 
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( 21-) 
Acceptance, For if ye being evil 
kn:w how to give good gifrs unto 
your Chiliren, how much more 
ſhall your Father which is in Hea- 
cen give g00d things to them that ask 
bim, Matth. 7. 11. 

Ca In all Difficulties and 
Dangers fly unto God far Succour 
and Relief. 

( 6.) Be Patient and Chearful 
under his Correttions. For whom 
ihe Lord lover ke chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgeth every Son whom he re- 
ceive 2th, Heb, 12. 6. 


Lord's Day IX. 


O. What is it to be an Jnhe= 
rito2 of the Kingdom of Hea= 
ven ? 
' 4, It is, as a Child of God, 
to have a Right and Title to a 
Portion of Glory. An Inheritance 
incorruptivle ana una tefiled, an4 
teat faderh not away, reſerved in 
Heaven for us, 1 Pet. 1. 4. For 
if C Þuldren, then Heirs, Heirs of 
B 4 God, 
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BWP, 
God, and joynt Heirs with Chrift, 
Rom, 8. 17. 

- But why do you (ſay, You are 
an IJnhtritoz of the King= 
dot of Heaven, ſince as yer you 
do not inherit: You are not in 
aitual Prſſefion ; bus have only 4 
Tile to it in Reverfion? Is it not 
therefore a more proper Expreſſion 
to lay, An Heir of the Kingdom 
of Heaven 2? 

A. Since all God's Promiſes 
are Zea and Amen, 7, e. ſure and 
c2rtain ; what we have a Title 
to by Promiſe, we are ſaid in 
Scripture Language t2 have in 
Poſſeſſion. Thus Fobn 3.36. He 
that believeth on the Son hath Ever- 
lafling Life. Tn which ſenfe the 
Baptized Perſon, as a Member of 
Chriſt, and a Child of God, ha- 
virg a Right and Title to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, may be 
properly called an Inheritor of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; as be- 
ing lo by Promiſe, 
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Tory Day X. 


Q. Pave all Baptized Purſead 
theſe Privileges ? Is every one that 
| 7s Baptized, Þ Member of Chziff, 
F Child of God, a4 a» Jnhe- 
| ritoz of the Kingdom bf Hea= 


A. Every Perſon duly Bapti- 
zed hath a Title to theſe Privi- 
| leges, they being ſealed to him 
on God's Part: But there are 
too many,. who indeed forfeit 
theſe Privileges', and who re- 
nounce their baptiſmal Covenant, 
boy, not obſerving the Conditions 
of it. 

Q Which are thoſe Conditions 
to be performed on our Part ? What 
was it that our Sureties then 'pro- 
\miſed for us ? Or, What did your 
Godfathe rs and Godmothers 
then for rou ? 

A @Thep did P:omile and 
Uow thee Things in my 


Name. Firft, That J ſhould 
Kenonnce the- Devil 8nd Lo 
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His Wozks ; the Pomps and | 
Uanities of this wicked Wozld, | 
and all thr (nful AKufts of the | 


Fleſh. 
Decondly, That J ſhould 

Welieve gl the Frticles of the 

Chaifian Faith. Und, Third- 

Kal t I ould keep God's 
4 


l and Commandments, | 


and walk in the ſame all the 
Jays of my Life 

Q. Why do you ſay, That yaur 
Godfathers and Godmothers did pro» 
miſe theſe Things in your Name? 

4. To intimate, that it is 
my Promiſe, though made in- 
deed by the Mouth of my Sure- 
ket. ff Thing 

Q. What is the firſt Thing they 
promiſed for you ? : 

A. To Renounce the Devil, 
the World andthe Fleſh. 

Q. Why. was this Renunciation. 
made at your Baptiſm ?. 


A. Becauſe being then Dedi- | 
cated to God's Service ; being | 
lifted, as a Souldier. to fight un- | 


der the Bauger vf. Jelus Chriſt: 


LNCS | 


| vil. 


| 
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* Since no Man can ſerve two Ma. 


| fters, having (worn Allegiance 
' to Chrift, as the Captain of my 
' Salvation , 'twas my Duty to 
Abjure and Renounce all his E- 
nemies. | 

Q. They promiſed, you ſay, for 
you, That you ſhould Renounce 


| the Devil and all his Works ; 


whom underſtand you by the De= 


A. The Devil is tke Name of 
all the fallen, or loft Angels. 
God ſpared not the Angels . that 
finned, but caſt them down 10 Hell, 
2 Pet. 2. 4. The Angels which 
kept not their firſt Eſtate, bur left 
their own Habitation, be bath re- 
ſerved in everlaſting Chains under 
darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day, Jude 6. 

Q. But why then do you ſay; 
The Devil in the fingulay Number, 


| as if there were but one, and not 
' Devils in the plural, fince their 
| Name is Legion , and they are 
many? 


A, Be- 


(26 ) 


A. Becauſe though there are 


are al] of them united in the 


'F', HQevils, for 'the promoting of 
'R|' wicked Deſigns. 

kt. © Q. What 7s it ro Renounce the 
W'' Devil? 


Fn wicked Suggeftions and Tempta- 
2 tions; but to abhor and refiſt 


will flee from you. James 4. 7. 
place, required to _ Renounce the 
Devi} ? 

A. Becauſe as he is the firft, 
ſo he is the moſt irreconcileable 
Devil, as a roaring Lim, walketh 


vour, 1Pet.c,8. 


of the Devil ? 


A. In 


many wicked Spirits, yet they| 
fame Diabolical Nature, and dof 


all of them a& as one Devil,| 
under Beelzebub the Prince of the| 


| 
A. It is 3 not to yield to his 


"l them. Refift the Devil, and he| 
A Q. Why are you, in the firft| 


and. moſt dangerous Enemy to| 
Mankind. Your Arverſary the\ 


about, ſeeking whom he may Ge- 


6.0 Q. What is meant by the works | 
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4. In general, All fin and 
] Wickedneſs.  &#e that committerh 
| Sin is of the Devil; for the Devil 


IF finneth from the beginning. For 


I... "_"_ 


this purpoſe the Son of God was 

| manifefied, that he might defiroy 

' the Works of the Devil, 1 John 
J. Go | : 

' But more particularly ; . thoſe 
Sins which are committed after 
his Example. As , C1.) Pride. 
1 Tim. 3.6. Leſt being lifted uv 
with Pride, he fall into, the Con- 
demnation of the Devil. (2.) 
Murder. He. was a Murderer 

from the b:ginnzng, (3.) Lying. 
For he is a Lyar, and the Father of 
zt, John $. 44. (4.) Falſe Accu- 
ling. Now 4s come Salvation, For the 
Accuſer of our Brethren is caſt down. 
Revel. 1x2. 10. ( 5, ) Corrup- 

| ting others and tempting them 

' to Sin. Which is ſo. properly. 

| the work of the Devil, that he 

is called the Tempter. Le# by 
ſome means the Tempter have tempt- 


—_ — 


| ed you, and our Iabour be in vain, 


1 Thel. Z» Jo 


Laſily, 


(28) 


Zafily, By Renouncing the 


Devil and all ' his Works, was' 


meant, according to the Senſe of 
Antiquity, the Renouncing all 
Tdolatrous Worſhip, or the Wor- 
ſhip of falſe Gods ( which was 
then too frequent ) and alſo all 
Compadts or Dealing with the 
Devil ; whether it be by praQi- 
ſing Witchcrafi our ſelves, or 
conſulting with thoſe that do. 

Q. Why is Sin calcd the Work of 
the Devil ? | 

A, Not only, becauſe he is the 


firft Author of it, and doth cone. | 


tinually tempt and ſeduce Man- 
kind to commit it $; But chiefly, 
becauſe by ſinning, we are Ser- 
vants and Slaves to the Devil 
( His Servants ye ave to whom ye 
obey, Rom. 6. 16,) We do his 


work, and ( without Repen- | 
tance ) muſt receive our Wages | 


from him. Fo? the Wages of fn is 
Death, Rom, 6. 23, 
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Lord's Day XI. 


Q. Which is the ſecond Enemy t0 


be Renonnced by you ? 


A. This wicked World, with 


its Pomps and Vanities. W#hbo 


gave himſelf for our Sins, thas be 
might deliver us from this preſent 
evi] World, Gal. 1. 4. 

Q. What mean you by this wicked 
World ? 

A. Firft, By World is not 
meant the natural Elementary 
World ; or the Frame of viſible 
Creatures, which are all, very 
good, Nor, ' 

Secondly, By World are we to 
underftand the rational World. of 
Mankind ; - which is not wholl 
Evil. There being many Pious 
c00d Man, who are ſo far from 


being Renounced or Avoided 3 


that. their Converſation is very 
deſirable. | 
Q. What then is meant by it ? 
A. Firft, Thoſe Men of the 
World who are Enemies to God» 
OE. lineſs. 


(30) | 
lineſs. The whole World lieth in| 
wickedneſs, 1 John 5. 19, And} 
with theſe we are to have no Fel. 
M lowſhip. And have: no FeVowſbip 
i with the unfruitful works of dark- 
| neſs, Epheſ. 5. 11. 

So that we promiſe in this 
baptiſmal Vow, never to be 
drawn by the Examples of others} 
to the Comri'ffion of any Sin; 
but- rather to forſake the moſi 
delightful Company, then be en- 
ſnared-by it. 

. Secondly, All. other Creatures 
in the World, ſo far as they are 
uſed ( or abuſed rather ) by the 
Devil'the Prince of this World, 
as Baits and: Snares to ſeduce us 
4 to Sin. 

; Q. What is meant by Pomps and 
bs. Vamiies? "ES 

A, The vain Pomp and Glory 
* of the World, As it is expreſi} 
{\h in the Office of Baptiſin. 

W Q. What is meant by Pomp ? 

A. Honour and worldly Gran: 
deur, Ads 25. 23. Agrippa cam! 
with great Pomp. 
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Q. What by vain Pomp? «+ 
4. All Exceſs in Pablic Sports 


| and SpeCtacles, in Diet, Appa- 
| T<], and in Furniture of Houles, 
BY «2 


. But it it not then lawful to 
be Rich and Great ? 1s ourward 
Splendor incon(iflent with a Chri- 


| ſlians Vow? 


A. Theſe Enjoyments are very 
lawful. And they are then only 
vain and ſinful, when in any one 
of theſe Inftances we keep not 
thoſe due meaſures, which either 
by the general Rules of Sobriety, 
or the particular Circumſtances 
of our Qualitics and Callings, we 
are bound to obſerve. 

We. may lawfully be both Rich 
and Great, But we thus far Pro» 
miſe to forſpke both Riches and 
Honours. .Fhat we will not ſet 


our hearts upon them ; ner Cl- 


ther get or keep them by the 
leaft unlawful means. 

Q. Which is the third Enemy to 
be renounced ? 


A, The 


A. The ſinful Lufts of the 
Fleſh. 

Q. What do you mean by Fleſh? 

A, Bodily Temper, and Natu- 
ral Conftitution ; with all the 
Senſes and Animal Faculties, com- 
mon to Men and other living 
Creatures. R 

» What by the Luſts of the 

_ ” d 


4. The Deſires or Appetites 
of that Fleſh; which generally 
craves thoſe Things that are plea- 
ſing to it, And till it is ſpiri- 


tualized and regenerate, it is u- | 


ſually pleaſed with thoſe Things 
that are extravagant and contra- 
Iy to the Law of God. 

Q. What by the finful Lufts of 
the Fleſh? _ 

A, All unlawful Pleaſures to 
which we are provoked by our 
ſenſual Inclinations ; which as the 
Apoſtle tells us, are theſe : 4- 
dultery, Fornication, Uscleanneſs, 
Laſciviguſneſs, ldolatry , Witch- 
crafr, Hatred, Variance, Emula- 


tions, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, | 
Hereſies, 


kk, 
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Herefies, Emnvyings, Murders, 
Drunkenneſs, Revelings, and ſuch 
like, Gal. 5. 19, 20. 


Lords Day XII, 


Q. What is the ſecond Duty you 
were in your Baptiſm obliged to per- 
form ? ; 

A. To believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith. 


Of which inthe Creed. 


Q, what is the Third Duty then 
required of you? | 

4. To keep God's holy Witl 
and Commandments, and walk 
— ſame all the Days of my 
Lite 


Of this in the Decalogue, 


Q. Toft thor not think that 
thou art bound to believe and 
do as they Have p2omiſed fox 


| thee 2 


A. Yes 


( 34 ) 

A. Yes verily, and by God's 
Help ſo J will : Ind TJ hear= 
tiip thank our Heavenly Fa= 
ther, that he hath called me 
to this ſtate of Salvation , 
though Jeſus Ch:ifſt our Da- 
viour. Ind J p:ay unto God 
to give me His Grace, that J 
may continue in the ſame unto 
my libes end. 


. What Truths are contained in 


this QueAion and Anſwer ? 

A, Firſt, What my Godfathers 
and Godmothers did promiſe in 
my Name, - whilft [ was an In- 
fant ; I my ſelf. being now come 
to years of Diſcretion, am ob- 
liged to perform, es werily ; 
and ſo I will, 

Secondly, Without God's Help, 
his Grace and Afſfiftance, 1 am 
not able to perform this baptiſ- 
mal Vow, To Kenounce; to Bee 
lieve; to Obey, By God's. help jo 
F/ ROE 
Thirdly, The moſt effectual 
means to obtain God's Grace are, 
I.) Thankfulneſs for ſpiritual 
Mercies 
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Mercies already received. 71 hear- 
rily thank our Heavenly Father, 
that be hath caled me to this flate 
of Salvation, (2.) Prayer, for a 
continual Supply of Grace for the 
timetocome. And / pray to God 
ro give me his Grace, that I may 
continue in the ſame unto my lives 
end. 

Fourthly, This Anſwer doth 
ſuggeſt, That Salvation is to be 
obtained by the alone Merits of 
Jeſus Chrift, A&## hath called me 
z0 this ſiate of Salvation, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. Net- 
ther is there Salvation in any other ; 
for there is none other name under 
Heaven given among Men, mhere- 
by we muſt be ſaved, Atts 4. 12. 

Q. Why is Baptiſm called a Srate 
of Salvation ? 

A. Firſt, Becauſe, being ad- 
mitted into the Church by Bap- 
ftiim, we have thereby ail the 
means neceſſary to Salvation. 
Being Baptized, we have a Right 
and Priviiege to partake of 
thoſe Ojdinances whereby Grace 

is 
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is conveyed into the Soul. 

Secondly, It is ſuch a State and 
Condition, in which, if we die, 
ve {hall be ſaved. He that bes | 
lieveih, and is baptiſed, fball be 
ſaved, Mark 16. 16. 

Sball all Baptiſed Perſons, 
who are called to this Seate of Sal- 
vation, be finally ſaved ? | 

4A, No. Only thoſe who per- 
ſevere, and cominue in the ſame ro 
their lrves end, Be thou faithful 
unto Death, and I will give thee 
8 Crown of Life, Rev..2. 10, 


